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Lhere Artepe Aboriginal Corporation (LAAC) has been 
offered a compensation package worth approximately 
$20 million, in return for the agreement of Traditional 
Owners to extinguish Native Title rights over five parcels 
of land. Offered by the Northern Territory Government, 
the package also includes a Collaboration and Capacity 
Building Agreement.

Split into a Settlement Package and Collaboration and 
Capacity Building Agreement  the compensation package 
provides the opportunity to materially contribute to 
closing the gap between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal 
Australians through the provision of practical benefits, 
while serving the interests of Aboriginal communities.

Settlement Package
• To be provided within five years of the Registration

Date of the Indigenous Land Use Agreement (ILUA)
• Full and final compensation payable by the NT

Government for the Surrender Area.

Collaboration and 
Capacity Building 
Agreement
• Contributes to closing the gap between Aboriginal and 

non-Aboriginal Australians.
• Provides practical benefits, including the co-

investment in housing for Arrernte people.
• Provides social and economic development 

opportunities for Native Title groups, including
» education and training;
» employment and enterprise development;
» housing;
» recognition of ties to traditional country.

• The compensation package invests in building the true 
commercial capability of LAAC, to be developed in the 
context of real and tangible projects, including the co-
investment in housing for Arrernte people.

• Long term cultural strengthening capacity could result 
from the compensation, underpinning cultural safety 
and respect for the traditional owner culture while 
delivering social and economic development 
opportunities for Native Title groups, including:
» organisational capacity building of LAAC;
» education and training;
» employment and enterprise development;
» housing;
» recognition of ties to traditional country.

Organisational capacity building 

•

•

As the registered Native Title body corporate
representing the native title interests of the Central
Arrernte people, this long term organisational capacity
building will position LAAC to best take advantage of
economic, social and other opportunities as they arise.
The NT Government worked with the National
Indigenous Australians Agency (NIAA) to secure
funding for LAAC to employ project and administrative
personnel to assist with the delivery of the social and
economic opportunities that will arise as a direct result
from the settlement package and Collaboration and
Capacity Building  Agreement.

Education and training and employment

• Young Aboriginal people are among the
most disadvantaged in Central Australia.
Young Arrernte people are fundamental to the
continued vitality of Arrernte identity; however they
often experience poor health, boredom, sporadic
education, social dislocation and exclusion, high rates
of incarceration and contact with the justice system,
and inconsistent care within family structures. The
compensation package aims to address some of these
shortfalls and provide young Arrernte people with
education and training opportunities that will set them
up for a life of success.

• The NT Government will provide 50 Arrernte people
with places within a tailored Central Australia
Aboriginal Employment Program.
» Participants will undertake a 20 week pre-

employment program, which incorporates
accredited vocational training (Certificate II
Business or other equivalent qualification), work
readiness workshops and work placements
specifically for Aboriginal jobseekers.

» Upon successful completion of the program,
participants will be offered a minimum six month
traineeship contract with the NT Government.

» The Aboriginal Employment Program is valued at
approximately $2.5 million.

Compensation
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• The NT Government will transfer land (Part Lot 8101,
valued at $0.6 million) and provide a minimum of $1
million worth of transportable infrastructure, to LAAC
intended to support youth engagement programs.
» This land will provide LAAC with the opportunity

to deliver educational, social and cultural benefits
for young Arrernte people.

» A connection to land is important for the overall
health of young Arrernte people. The land will
provide a place to practice cultural skills, learn
from elders passing on traditional knowledge, and
develop skills to live off the land.

Employment and enterprise development

• The issue of contracts for the provision of goods and
services by Arrernte owned businesses to the value of
at least $8.5 million

• The NT Government will work with LAAC to develop
an Arrernte Business and Workforce Development
Plan to help Arrernte people to set up new businesses
or improve existing businesses. The Plan will:
» provide business incubation support for Arrernte

Businesses and Arrernte Entities;
» provide support to improve an existing business,

support businesses to leverage and access finance,
and link local Arrernte Businesses to regional
procurement and partnership opportunities; and

» where available, links to training opportunities
connected to programs currently administered by
the Territory.

Housing
• The ILUA acknowledges

the need for more
housing infrastructure,
and Indigenous housing
needs generally. The ILUA
supports LAAC working with the Department of Local
Government, Housing and Community Development
to deliver better housing for Arrernte people,
particularly vulnerable groups such as elders, persons
experiencing domestic violence and young families.

• The NT Government will transfer 34 South Terrace,
Alice Springs (the former Akangkentye Hostel site )
over to LAAC so that LAAC can deliver housing to
Arrernte people.

• 34 South Terrace  is a secure, centrally located site
that hosts 19 x one and two bedroom units. The
facility includes a commercial size kitchen and dining
area as well as a caretaker office and
accommodation.

• The hostel and site is valued at $3.5 million.

Recognition of ties to traditional country
• The ILUA seeks to provide the Native Title holders of

Alice Springs with recognition of their role while
raising community awareness and understanding of
Arrernte culture and people.

• The NT Government will develop a suite of Arrernte
Education Resources to provide knowledge and
understanding of Arrernte history and culture.

• The NT Government will strengthen the working
relationship between LAAC and the NT Place Names
Committee to ensure LAAC are actively involved in
the naming of places on Arrernte country.

• The NT Government will provide recognition of
Arrernte place names (whether approved as the
Arrernte name only, or as the Arrernte component of
a dual name) for 10 geographic/topographic features
in and around Alice Springs.

• Arrernte storytelling, wayfinding, history will be
displayed in and around the Gap pathway area in
order to provide Arrernte people with recognition
in one of the most iconic parts of  Alice Springs.
» The NT government will provide a minimum of

$4 million to upgrade and improve safety of
the Heavitree Gap Pathway. As the key
stakeholder in the design of the path, this will
be another mechanism for recognition of LAAC
and Arrernte people.

» The pathway will provide safety to the many
Arrernte people who walk through the Gap
regularly. With heavy traffic and little room and
protection for pedestrians, this has been a site
for concern for many years.

Compensation
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1-5 years
NTG owned
Managed by Community housing provider 
LAAC have strategic management

6+ years
Owned and 
managed 
by LAAC
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Frequently Ask Questions
Q. What is the next step?

A. Once both parties are happy with the contents
of the ILUA, LAAC will conduct final
consultations with and gain the consent of the
Traditional Owners (TOs) to enter into and
proceed with the ILUA. Once consent has been
reached, we will proceed with the execution of
the ILUA and Submission for Registration with
the National Native Title Tribunal.

Q. What is an Indigenous Land Use Agreement?

A. 	�An ILUA is a voluntary agreement between a
native title group and others about the use of
land and waters. These agreements allow people
to negotiate flexible, pragmatic agreements to
suit their particular circumstances.

Q. What is a Collaboration and Capacity Building 
Agreement?

A. LAAC are negotiating the Collaboration and
Capacity Building Agreement

The Agreement in parallel to negotiating the 
ILUA. This agreement will establish a flexible and 
dynamic mechanism to reach capacity building 
and other agreed objectives over a 10-year 
timeframe.

The Agreement will allow for the arrangement to 
reflect changing Territory frameworks, including 
changes to legislation and policy relating to 
procurement and place names, as well as growth 
in LAAC capacity. The Agreement will establish a 
framework for LAAC to work together with the 
NT Government over a term of 10 years to meet 
agreed objectives.

Q. What will the surrendered parcels of land be
used for?

A. The land may be used for a variety of purposes
including tourism, commercial, industrial and
residential development.
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Compensation
Disclaimer:
This compensation package does not constitute an offer 
and is subject to the negotiations currently underway 
between LAAC and the NT Government.

This fact sheet is a summary of the proposed package. 
Lhere Artepe will continue to consult with the Arrernte 
estate groups over the package and report back to the NT 
Government. These consultations are in accordance with 
Lhere Artepe’s statutory obligations as a Prescribed Body 
Corporate under the Native Title Act and its Rule Book. 
‘The final package is subject to approval by Lhere Artepe 
and the NT Government, and certification by the Central 
Land Council that it has been consulted.

Q. Where are the parcels of land?

A. 	�The Surrender Area (the land the Northern
Territory Government seeks for Native Title
interests to be extinguished) includes :

» Part Lot 8101 Town of Alice Springs ;

» Part Lot 8212 Town of Alice Springs;

» Lots 7583, 7727 and 7741 Town of Alice Springs;

» Part Lots 8869, 8118 and 4051 Town of Alice
Springs; and

» Part Lots 7708, 9387 and 8089 Town of Alice
Springs.

Q. 	�Who decided what is classified as an Arrernte
business or person with regards to the
quarantined contracts and placement within
the Aboriginal Employment Program?

A. 	�LAAC are working with the NT Government to
ensure that all Arrernte business and persons
taking advantage of this package are recognised
by LAAC as Arrernte.




